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International Conference highlights media's crucial role in building an informed electorate
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n a signifi-
cant step 1o-
wards fos-
tering  in-
formed
electoral
participation and reinforcing
democratic institutions, the
Office of the Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO), Rajasthan, in
collaboration with the India
International Institute of De-
maocracy and Election Man-
agement (IIIDEM), New
Delhi, and the National Law
University (NLU), Jodhpur,
organised the International
Conference on “Elections,
Media and Voter Education:
Strengthening Democracy
Through Informed Participa-
tion" at HCM Rajasthan Insti-
tute of Public Administration

(RIPA), Jaipur, on
Wednesday.

The confer-
ence brought j

together elec-
Lion manage-
ment  repre-
senta-

Dawan Arora speaks on strenqmenmg voter awareness and countering misinformation during
the panel discussion, while Dr Prashant Bhadu, LP Pant and Bhanu Pratap Singh listen keenly

(L-R) Naveen Mahajan, Ashish Goyal Pawan Arora and LP Pant
_— -

digital outreach and influenc-

tives, media leaders, academi-
cians, researchers and officials
from India, Georgia, Croatia,
Uzbekistan, Nepal, the Philip-
pines and Guyana to deliber-
ate on media’s evolving role
in democracy, voter educa-
tion, digital communication,
misinformation and public
trust in electoral systems,
Delivering the keynote
address, Ashish Goyal,
Director General (Me-
dia), Election Commis-
sion of India, announced
that the Election Com-
mission would estab-
lish Electoral Liter-
acy Clubs (ELCs)

: in every school
l! ¥ and college
across the coun-
try. He said out-
standing Institutions
and students pro-
moting voter aware-
ness would be rec-
ognised on Nation-
al Voters’ Day,
while emphasising
the Commission's
growing focus on

er-led communication to
counter misinformation.
Naveen Mahajan, Chief
Electoral Officer, Rajasthan,
underscored that an informed
electorate remains the foun-
dation of a vibrant democra-
cy. He observed that in the
digital era, the media had
evolved beyond information
dissemination to become a
vital instrument for strength-
ening democratic values,
countering false narratives
and building public confi-
dence in the electoral process.
The first panel discussion,
“Beyond Broadcasting: The
Evolving Role of Media in
Voter Education,” featured
Pawan Arora, CEO & Manag-
ing Editor, First India Media
Group; LP Pant, National
Editor, Dainik Bhaskar; and
Bhanu Pratap Singh, Bureau
Chief, The Times of India,
with Dr Prashant Bhadu mod-
erating the session.
Highlighting the need for
sustained civic engagement,
Pawan Arora asserted that

\’OICGS For| DBIII()CI’EIC

(L-R) Dr Renu Poonia, IAS Tina Dabi, DI Manish Jain & Dr Aastha Saxe
dunnq the international conference i R

voter awareness should never
remain a one-time campaign
but must continue throughout
the year. He advocated great-
er use of reels, short-form
videos and digital platforms
to combat misinformation,
proposed a dedicated profes-
sional social media cell with-
in the Election Commission,
reaffirmed confidence in
the integrity of EVMs, and
suggested  personalised
voter outreach, including
birthday messages for first-
time voters, (o encourage
democratic participa-
tion,

LP Pant stressed
that the media’s pri-
mary responsibility
lies in scrutinising
governance while
ensuring  fact-
based election re-
porting. He
called for
greater clari-
ty in elec-
toral pro-
cesses,
timely

Yy

communication by the Com-
mission and reforms aimed at
enhancing transparency and
public confidence.

Bhanu Pratap Singh high-
lighted voter apathy in urban
constiluencies as a growing
concern, noting that credible
print journalism continues to
play a crucial role in encour-
aging informed participation
and strengthening electoral
awareness.

The second panel discus-
sion on “Media Certification

and Monitoring: Promoting
Transparency, Equity and
Public Trust” featured IAS

Tina Dabi, District Election
Officer, Tonk; Dr Manish Jain,
PRO, Nagaur; and Dr Aastha
Saxena, Associate Professor,
Poomima University, moder-
ated by Dr Renu Poonia, Me-
dia Nodal Officer. The panel-
lists emphasised robust media
monitoring, combating fake
news, regulating

paid news and
strengthening
digital literacy

o M o preserve
@ electoral integ-
} p rity.
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